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THE KIPLING FAMILY HISTORY NEWSLETTER #32           November 2025 
 
Following the 80th anniversary of the end of the Second World War, this edition of the 
newsletter brings to a conclusion the story of Kiplings killed in that war, with records of the 
three 1945 deaths.  Also concluded is the story of those Kiplings who served in the Durham 
Home Guard, the records of those born in 1925 now having been released under the 100-
year rule.  Other records from WW2 have also recently become available, and some example 
are shown. Finally, there are a few interesting snippets from other times. 
 

1945 WW2 Deaths  

 
Private Gilbert Mack Kipling   
 
Gilbert served in the Royal Hamilton Light Infantry. He enlisted in 1942 at Winnipeg, and 
served in Canada until 1944, landing in Belgium in October. His regiment was engaged in the 
Battle of the Rhineland, when the 2nd and 3rd Canadian Infantry Divisions and the 4th 
Canadian Armoured Division took part in the drive southwards from Nijmegen in the 
Netherlands to clear the territory between the Maas and the Rhine in February and March 
1945. He died on 8 March 1945, aged 38. He is buried in Groesbeek Canadian war cemetery, 
where his headstone has the personal inscription SAFE IN THE ARMS OF JESUS. 
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He was the son of Mary Jane Kipling of the Hudson Canadian family group, and the husband 
of Annie Kipling, who was living in Roland, Manitoba at the time of his death. In the 1921 
census, he was living with his mother and uncle John (a labourer) in Gray, Manitoba (in the 
1916 Manitoba census, and 1911 Canadian census, John was recorded as his father). 
 

 
 
Lieutenant Dudley Ernest Rudyard Kipling 
 
Dudley was an officer in the Bedfordshire and Hertfordshire Regiment, who died on 6 April 
1945 in Burma whilst attached to the 1st Bn. West Yorkshire Regiment (Prince of Wales's 
Own). He was 21. He is buried or commemorated at Taukkyan war cemetery, Myanmar,  
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where his headstone has the personal inscription AT THE GOING DOWN OF THE SUN AND IN 
THE MORNING WE WILL REMEMBER THEM. 
 

                                                         
                                       
London 
Gazette 26 

Jan 1945 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                
 
 
 
 
Biggleswade Chronicle, 16 Feb 1945                                        Londonderry Sentinel, 17 Apr 1945
  
He was the son of Dudley Farnsworth and Isabel Sarah Kipling, of Londonderry, Northern 
Ireland of the Dean family group (#190). In 1939 the family had been at Ware, Hertfordshire, 
apart from Dudley, who was at school at Weymouth College. 
 

 
 
There is a memorial to Dudley, his sister, and their father (who died at sea in 1953) in Derry 
city cemetery. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Able Seaman Thomas Henry Kipling 
 
The final WW2 death was that of sailor Thomas Henry Kipling, who died when his ship was 
sunk whilst escorting a convoy to Russia. His death is recorded on the Chatham Naval 
Memorial 
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HMS Goodall was a British Captain-class frigate.  On 29 April 1945, Goodall was 
escorting Convoy RA 66 in the Barents Sea . At about 22:00, the German submarine U-
286 hit Goodall with a torpedo, causing her ammunition magazine to detonate. The 
explosion blew away the forward part of the ship, killing the captain and  94 other crewmen. 
 

 
 
Thomas was the son of Henry and Dorothy Kipling, of Leeholme, Co. Durham, of the Bolam 
family group (#381). In 1939, he was living with his parents. 
 

 
 

 
Helping save a Life 

 
Susannah Kipling left £500 to the Royal National Lifeboat Institution in 1873; this was the 
equivalent of around £350,000 today (using an average earnings index), so Susannah was 
giving no mean sum. Susannah was the widow of Thomas Delarue Kipling of the Dean family 
group (see Stockings). 
 

 
 
Curiously, Ray Kipling of the Barningham Kiplings was Deputy Director of the RNLI from 1987 
to 2001 – and his wife’s name is Susannah! 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Captain-class_frigate
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Frigate
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Convoy_RA_66&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Barents_Sea
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/German_submarine_U-286
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/German_submarine_U-286
https://kipling.one-name.net/Stockings.pdf


 5 

 

Kiplings in the Durham Home Guard 

 
This is the concluding part of this series, all records having now been released. 
 
Ralph Kipling (1925-2009) 
 

 
 

 
 
Ralph Kipling joined the Home Guard in 1942 at the age of 17. His mother was Adeline 

Fairless Hutchinson (later Kipling) and his father Ralph Kipling of the Pitcherhouse family 

group. He had been living with his mother in 1939 (see ‘What the Census Revealed’ below) 

 
2 Victoria Cottages, Copley, Durham 
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Sidney Kipling (1925-44) 

 

 

 

Sidney also joined shortly after his 17th birthday. He was from the Stackholm Kipling family 

group, son of Joseph and Louisa Kipling of South Church, Durham. Sidney later joined the 

army proper and was killed in 1944 in the Normandy offensive, aged just 19 (see WW2 

Kiplings 1940-45.pdf ). 

What the Census Revealed 

 
Whilst investigating the origins of Ralph Kipling of the Durham Home Guard, born in 1925, 
the 1921 census revealed an interesting aspect of his parentage. His father was Ralph Kipling 
of the Pitcherhouse family group (see Pitcherhouse (part 2)). In 1891, Ralph senior was a 
miner living at Woodland near Staindrop in Durham, with wife Tamar and one son, Wilfred. 
 

 
1891 Woodland, Staindrop 

https://kipling.one-name.net/WW2%20Kiplings%201940-45.pdf
https://kipling.one-name.net/WW2%20Kiplings%201940-45.pdf
https://kipling.one-name.net/Pitcherhouse%201911%20-%20Part%202.pdf
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A decade later, he had been promoted deputy (underground supervisor) and had a second 
son, Robert. 

 

 
1901 Woodland, Staindrop 
 
In 1911, Ralph is just ‘coalminer’, living now at Lynsack. 

 

(#25) 
 
Ralph’s wife Tamar died in 1921, and the census that year showed him living with son Robert 
and a young female servant, Adeline Fairless Hutchinson. 
 

 
 
In 1923, Ralph had a daughter, Alfreda Mary, with Adeline. Sons Ralph and Leaman followed 

in 1925 and 1927 respectively. Ralph married Adeline in 1930. He was still a miner in 1939, 

living apart (but in the same village as his wife and son Ralph). 

The Legitimacy Act 1926 legitimated children born out of wedlock once their parents had 

subsequently married. Moreover, it permitted the Registrar-General to issue on request a 

revised birth certificate showing the mother’s married name. Adeline did this in 1930 for 

Alfreda, but only in 1944 for Ralph and Leaman (see Ralph’s original and new cretificate 

below). 
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In 1939, Ralph was living at Copley with one other person. The hidden entry could be 

Leaman or Alfreda – neither can be found elsewhere in the register. 

 

Ralph senior died in 1950 and Adeline in 1975 (she is buried in Lynesack cemetery). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

UK Military records 1939-59 

 
Ancestry has commenced a project to digitise over 2 million service records. Each provides 
lots of information, including the different theatre of war in which they served. So far, two 
Kiplings have been included. This first is John Kipling, who had served throughout the first 
world war, latterly in the Machine Gun Corps, rejoined in 1940 (aged 44), serving right 
through until 1945. This time he served in the Royal Army Service Corps as a driver and later 
transferred to the newly-founded Army Catering Corps. John was of the Ebenezer family 
group. 
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Sgt. Fred Kipling, of the Royal Signals Regiment, who served in North Africa from 1942-45 
and, after the end of the war, in occupied Germany. Fred was of the Fishmonger family 
group, a son of Henry and Mabel Kipling. 
 

 
 
 

WW2 Medal Cards 

 
Medal cards are now also available, although with some names redacted (where they are of 
relatives possibly still alive). Here is that of a different Sgt. Fred Kipling, who was killed in 
1943 (see Newsletter #28). He was the older brother of Sidney Kipling (see above).  
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The only one for a female Kipling is that for Lance Sergeant Mary Isabel Kipling of the ATS 
(Auxilliary Territorial Service, the female branch of the British army at that time). She was of 
the Barningham Kiplings (#373), daughter of Frank and Mary Kipling. 
 

 
 
It’s interesting to observe that both sets of medals were applied for long after the war’s end; 
as late as 1993 for Sgt. Fred’s posthumous medal set. 
 

Kiplings of the Penny Post 

 
A George Kipling was a sub-sorter at the Westminster office of the General Penny Post Office 
from between at least 1759 and 1763, a service which conveyed mail within London. The 
records suggests that he was succeeded in his post by Joseph Kipling, who later became a 
sorter or sub-sorter at the Post’s Chief Office, which was in Bishopsgate Street.  
 

 

 
Postal Establishment Book 1760 

 
I’ve not been able to identify George or Joseph, although it’s 
possible that George is the same man who from at least 1767 was 
clerk at the ‘Tenths office’, which collected ecclesiastical tithes       
(see The Kiplings of Old London Town). This George was buried at 
the Maze Pond Baptist Chapel in Southwark, as was a Joseph 
Kipling. It’s possible they were brothers. 

https://kipling.one-name.net/The%20Kiplings%20of%2017th%20and%2018th%20Century%20London.pdf

